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Abstract

Despite 40 years of activities in “gifted and talented” education in Iran, Studying the
concept of “giftedness”, which is a disputed concept, has been overlooked by
educational researchers especially from philosophic perspective. In such a situation,
“The Strategic Act of Elites Affairs” was approved in 2012. This act has proposed
new approaches in Iranian “gifted and talented” educational policy. The teachers of
"National Organization for Development of Exceptional Talents (NODET)" schools,
constitute one group of Audiences of this act. In this study, we attempted to take a step
in filling the theoretical gap in the philosophy of Iranian “gified and talented”
education, on one hand, and to provide a dialogue between the act and the teachers,
on the other hand. At first, we inferd 11 conceptual dimensions of the “giftedness”
concept from their theoretical history, which are:"real or imaginary”, " ability to
identify or not ", "favorable or unfavorable", "actual or potential”, "partial or
holistic”, "one kind or various kind", "innate or developed", "key competencies”,
"independent or dependent on circumstances ”, “criterion-based or normative-based
"and" prevalence”. In The next, based on these dimensions, the concept of
“giftedness” in the “The Strategic Act of Elites Affairs ” was analyzed and the position
of this act to them was identified. In some dimensions the act was silence or
ambiguous. At the second phase, we set some semi-structured interviews with some
NODET teachers and analyzed them based on qualitative content analysis method.
Finally, in a comparative analyses we compare the concept of “giftedness” in “The
Strategic Act of Elites Affairs” and NODET teachers’ belief. Our findings indicated
that the act must be reviewed or rewritten in issues Silent, ambiguous or different to
the teachers’ point of view and then the act must be propagated between the teachers.

Keywords: giftedness, gifted and talented education, conceptual analysis, “Strategic
Act of Elites Affairs”.
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